
Costa Mesa residents Can Now
Look  Up  Road  Conditions  on
Interactive Map
The city of Costa Mesa has launched an online interactive Road
Condition  Map  for  residents  and  commuters  to  lookup  road
conditions and future streets rehab schedules on City streets.

Click here for the map and a tutorial on how to use it.

The Road Condition Map application shows streets in different
colors  based  on  2015-2016  road  condition  PCI  (Pavement
Condition Index).

The results rated from Very Good (blue) to Very Poor (red).

Commuters can highlight the street and click to see details on
the road condition and future rehab schedule for that specific
street segment they selected.

This application is created by city staff members from the
Public  Services  Department  and  Information  Technology
Department.

Road condition information and future rehab schedule are part
of the city’s over all Capital Improvement Projects (CIP).

All information will be updated annually or sooner when there
is an update.
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THINK Together Founder Randy
Barth receives Mayor’s Award
Costa Mesa Mayor Steve Mensinger presented the Mayor’s Award
to  Randy  Barth,  the  founder  of  THINK  Together’s  Shalimar
Learning Center on Costa Mesa’s Westside, which for 22 years
has helped tutor and teach young students in this low income
neighborhood.

“You  made  such  a  huge  impact  on  so  many  people,”  Mayor
Mensinger said as he presented the award at the City Council
meeting Tuesday Sept. 20. “We are grateful as a city to have
people  like  you  who  make  a  difference.  You  are  a  true
community partner and we are proud to have you in Costa Mesa.”

THINK Together, the largest nonprofit after school program in
the state, began on Shalimar Drive back in 1994 in response to
a gang shooting in the neighborhood where some of the local
moms  asked  for  a  safe  place  for  their  kids  to  study
afterschool.

Working with community moms, Catholic priest Jerome Karcher
and members of the St. Andrews Presybyterian Church, Barth was
able  to  secure  a  room  in  an  apartment  complex  and  THINK
Together was born.

Today THINK Together serves several hundred thousand children
in after school programs in Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside,
San Bernardino and San Diego counties as well as children in
the Bay Area near San Jose. Barth announced Tuesday that his
organization is beginning a capital campaign to build a new
community center on Shalimar Drive.

“We  appreciate  the  city’s  partnership  through  the  years,”
Barth said. “It wasn’t an easy project to get off the ground,
but it’s been, we think, mutually beneficial. We thank you for
your leadership and support.”
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Construction to Begin on New
Sewer  Main  at  Harbor/Wilson
intersection
Beginning Monday Sept. 26, Costa Mesa Sanitary District will
conduct mostly night operations to install a new pressure
sewer  main  (force  main)  from  the  west  side  of  the
Harbor/Wilson  intersection  to  the  east  side  of  the
intersection to increase reliability and life expectancy of
the  sanitary  sewer  system.  The  force  main  is  a  critical
component of the infrastructure and the method of construction
is  the  least  disruptive  of  the  available  options  for
installation.

The  project  will  last  approximately  four  weeks  and  the
majority of the work will be performed during night time hours
in order to minimize disruptions. Sewer service will not be
interrupted during the project, however, traffic impacts will
occur and residents and businesses are encouraged to use the
pre-arranged detours. The District and its contractor will
attempt to minimize inconveniences and complete the work in an
efficient and expedient manner. The District apologizes in
advance for any noise and inconveniences that may occur.
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City  reports  budget  surplus
of more than $11 million from
last fiscal year
A combination of sound fiscal policy and a thriving retail
environment, along with expenditures lower than anticipated
for a variety of factors, has resulted in a significant budget
surplus of an estimated $11 million for the City of Costa
Mesa.

At the end of the last fiscal year on June 30, 2016, the
city’s  revenues  totaled  more  than  $122.5  million  while
expenditures were $111.4 million. That surplus represents 9
percent of the total revenues.

 “We have made concerted efforts to keep our spending under
control while still providing great customer service to our
residents by rebuilding our older infrastructure, investing in
new capital improvement projects and hiring top-level staffing
in city departments,” said Mayor Steve Mensinger.

The mayor called this a proud moment for the City of Costa
Mesa.

 “A significant amount of hard work, difficult decisions and
favorable business conditions have resulted in this
environment for success,” he said. “Many people deserve thanks
for their contributions, especially my fellow council
colleagues, commissioners, city staff, the business community
and Costa Mesa residents.”

Indeed, the City Council now has the opportunity to determine
where to allocate the surplus money and could follow its
established policy of using surplus funds to increase
reserves, reduce pension debt and increase expenditures on
capital projects.
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The process for the last two years has been for staff to bring
a recommendation to the City Council’s Financial Advisory
Committee around November or December and the City Council
review the Committee’s recommendation as part of the council’s
Mid-Year Budget Review in February.

Based on the City Council’s policy and based on prior budget
discussions, staff will likely recommend that the committee
increase the general fund reserves by $2.66 million, which
will immediately allow the city to reach the Council’s $55
million reserve goal.

The council can also recommend a number of measures, including
paying down pension debt and other debt obligations as well as
funding projects and enhancing various community priorities.

Local Streets and Bus Benches
Get a Power Wash
Maintenance Division staff, in coordination with CleanStreets,
recently performed pressure washing on 19th Street to clean up
areas that were becoming increasingly dirty and unhealthful.
And in recent weeks, the city has also worked Clear Channel to
clean up some of the bus benches and shelters throughout the
city, which had also become health hazards.

For the early morning pressure washing, City workers picked up
all the debris left from the homeless prior to washing. Also,
using two graffiti trucks, CleanStreets accomplished quite a
bit in two hours prior to the start of rush hour.
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They  pressure  washed  the  soup  kitchen  area,  which  was
extremely filthy and covered in gum, and then pressure washed
the entire length of west bound 19th from Meyer to Pomona,
which included The Tower.

They then pressure washed the east bound sidewalk from the
Senior Center all the way to McDonald’s. Most of the wash
water was directed into the adjacent City shrub planters, with
the sweeper picking up any water that went into the street in
the areas without landscape. While the city did its best with
the steam cleaner, it was only able to remove small amounts of
the gum that had accumulated.

Everything was completed in two hours. Residents with street
sweeping requests are encouraged to call 714-327-7471 or the
Street Sweeping Hotline (Parking Enforcement): 714-754-5290.



Players  and  coaches  from
Costa  Mesa  American  Little
League are big hit at council
meeting
At the council meeting this Tuesday on Sept. 6, Mayor Steve
Mensinger honored the players and coaches of the Costa Mesa
American Little League with the Mayor’s Award.

The award comes on the heels of the league knocking off its
rival Costa Mesa National Little League in a two game sweep at
the annual Mayor’s Cup.

The American League was not only looking to defend its title
from last year, but also to avenge a 2-1 loss to the Nationals
in the District tournament. The mayor and council honored both
teams on Tuesday.

“We have two great little leagues in Costa Mesa and we are not
only proud of all the players and coaches, but of all the
parents and volunteers that make Little League baseball such a
great experience for the families of this community,” Mayor
Mensinger said.

The Mayor’s Cup takes place every year following the District
62 All Star tournament where the two Costa Mesa leagues face
off in a best of three series.
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Cleo Makes Her Debut as City
Relaunches  Pet  of  the  Week
Program
One of the main focuses of the City’s new Pet Committee is
engaging the Humane Society on a regular basis to continue to
build our relationship and ensure a safe home for Costa Mesa’s
temporarily  homeless  animals.  One  way  we  are  working  to
accomplish this is the relaunching of the Pet of the Week
Program. On Thursday staff visited the shelter and selected
its first star.

Cleo short for “Cleopatra” is a 5-year-old lab mix. She has
smooth  black  fur  and  amber  eyes  that  dazzle  just  about
everyone she meets. Cleo is very polite, walks well on a leash
and knows her basic commands. Despite being at the Humane
Society for far too long, Cleo has kept her spunk and always
has a smile on her face. She is spayed and ready to move into
her Fur-ever home.

Come visit with Cleo today. For more information on Cleo or
other available pets for adoption please visit the Orange
County  Humane  Society  located  at  21632  Newland  Street  in
Huntington Beach or call (714) 536-8480 or visit the website
at www.ochumanesociety.com.
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Governor Signs Bill to Help
Counties with Homeless Issues
On July 1, Gov. Jerry Brown signed into law the No Place Like
Home program (AB 1618, Chapter 43, Statutes of 2016). This
program will distribute $2 billion among counties as deferred
payment loans to finance capital costs of permanent supportive
housing  for  persons  who  are  eligible  for  services  under
Proposition 63 (2004) and are homeless, chronically homeless,
or at risk of chronic homelessness.

The Legislature intends that that the loans will not have to
be repaid. This funding program is critical to aid in the
effort  to  end  homelessness.  California  has  an  estimated
affordable housing shortage of more than one million homes.
Funding  provided  by  the  State  for  the  development  and
preservation of affordable homes dropped by 79 percent, from
approximately $1.7 billion annually to nearly nothing today.

The No Place Like Home program marks the State’s first effort
to reinvest dollars into housing for the homeless in recent
history. The Department of Housing and Community Development
(HCD) will administer the program in consultation with an
advisory  committee.  This  committee  comprises  directors  of
various  state  departments  including  HCD  and  Health  Care
Services Department as well as county administrative officers,
a representative of an affordable housing organization and an
administrative officer of a city.
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Residents’ concerns regarding
country  club  construction
addressed
At a recent City Council meeting, Charlene Kass, a resident of
The Master’s Circle in Eastside Costa Mesa, alerted the city
about construction related issues she and her neighbors were
experiencing from the construction taking place at the Santa
Ana Country Club.

Kass said the residents of her neighborhood were dealing with
dust, dirt on the roadways, a large dead tree that they felt
should be removed and other construction related concerns.

Members of the Development Services team reached out to the
Joseph Wagner, general manager of the country club to address
the issue.

Wagner met with Kass, gave her a tour of the course and an
update on the construction, which is now complete.

He reported to Development Services that the issues have been
resolved and that Ms. Kass was glad to see the tree that
appeared dead was now growing leaves and it will be saved.

Two versions of the 2016-2017
City Budget can now be viewed
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on City website
Residents  interested  in  learning  about  the  City  of  Costa
Mesa’s approved Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Budget can now see an
electronic version by clicking here. 

For those who want a shorter version of the budget, click here
to read a Budget in Brief.

 

Median meeting largely meets
with approval
On  Tuesday  August  16,  Costa  Mesa  Transportation  Services
Manager Raja Sethuraman fielded questions from members of the
public during a discussion about a planned median project on
Harbor Boulevard between Wilson and 19th Streets.

The event at the Neighborhood Community Center was attended by
about 30 people, and included some business owners along that
stretch  of  Harbor  Boulevard.  Community  members  expressed
concern  regarding  the  proposed  improvements  and  offered
several comments.

Sethuraman addressed community’s concerns during the meeting
and offered to collect more information to refine the plan
over the next few months. While some in the audience had
expressed  concerns,  many  of  the  larger  business  owners
contacted during outreach efforts were generally supportive of
the project.

The $1 million worth of improvements, half of which will be
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paid for by grants, will add a center median with drought
tolerant landscape. Sethuraman pointed out to the crowd that
in addition to its aesthetic value, the median should help
control traffic and reduce accidents on the stretch of road
that  has  seen  more  than  80  collisions  during  a  five-year
period.  The  city  will  present  the  revised  plan  to  the
community and Parks and Recreation Commission in the coming
months.

Things Look Brighter for the
Old City Yard
This week, the City of Costa Mesa received an energy rebate 0f
$2,300 due to the City’s participation in the Orange County
Energy Partnership.

Currently, the City of Costa Mesa, together with the Cities of
Huntington  Beach,  Newport  Beach,  Westminster,  and  Fountain
Valley  meet  monthly  with  Southern  California  Edison
representatives to evaluate energy efficiency projects at each
respective partner city.

Costa Mesa’s rebate steams from the replacement of multiple
750 Watt Metal Halide light fixtures being replace at the old
city yard facility in the mechanic’s area.

These “energy hog” fixtures were replaced with state-of-the-
art LED lighting fixtures that utilize approximately half the
energy of the old fixtures.

The end result is a brighter and safer working environment for
the employees who use the facility on a daily basis.
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